BOARD OF HEALTH
M NUTES
June 9, 2020

The regular nonthly nmeeting of the Board of Health of the Township
of Mahwah was hel d via Zoom vi deo conference. The neeting was called
to order at 7:57 PM by Board of Health President, George C ms.

The Opening Statenent was read according to the Sunshine Law and was
followed by Roll Call:

PRESENT: Cms
DeMari a
DeSi | va
Esty
Harris
LoFaso

Mat ysi ak

SSSERUS
ST T

PROFESSI ONALS: M's. Musella, Health Oficer
M. Jeffrey Mason, Esq.
Ms. Hom er, REHS
M. Maas, REHS
Ms. Wendol owski, HARP
M. FErvin, Council Liaison
Ms. Canpbell, Admnistrative Secretary
Ms. Hagan, Recording Secretary

APPROVAL COF NAY 2020 MEETI NG M NUTES

Moved by Ms. DeSilva and, seconded by Dr. DeMaria and, unani nously
agreed to by all present to approve the May 2020 Meeting M nut es.

APPROVAL COF NVAY 2020 HEALTH ACTI VI TI ES REPORTS

Moved by Ms. DeSilva and, seconded by M. LoFaso to approve the
Heal th Activities Report of My 2020.

M. CGms queried M. Mss regarding a webinar he attended entitl ed,
“The Pandem c and Children.” M. Mnas stated the nmaterial dealt with
t he psychol ogi cal inmpact of the virus and the effect quarantine is
havi ng on school -aged children. The content did not address adverse
health effects on this popul ati on.
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M. Matysiak queried an abatenent notice regarding fow harborage at a
property on Airnont Road. Ms. Homer replied that Tyco visited the
site, a letter was sent explaining the fow ordinance, and the chicken
and coop have since been renoved.

M. Gms queried updates regarding the hiring of contact tracers.
Ms. Misella explained that a pilot study is currently underway w th
the Gty of Canden and the Essex Regional Health Comm ssion. It is
hoped to have the program operational by the end of June; however,
both Ms. Misella and Ms. Wendol owski agreed that training the new
contact tracers has been a challenge. As the nunber of active cases
in New Jersey has dropped during the past nonth, so have the
opportunities for new contact tracers to devel op the necessary skills
to performan effective investigation.

As di scussed at the May 2020 neeting, people are hesitant to provide
personal information over the phone. Al so, the public has becone nore
know edgeabl e and will consult their physicians, news nedia or the
internet regarding the need to isolate and/or quarantine. Ms.
Musell a then stated that continuity of care and the ability to follow
i ndi vidual s al so poses a problem She feels the noney appropriated
for this programcould be put to better use.

There being no further discussion, the May 2020 Health Activities
Report was unani nously approved.

APPROVAL OF HEALTH OFFI CER’S REPORT FOR MAY 2020

Moved by Dr. DeMaria and, seconded by M. LoFaso to approve the Health
Oficer’s Report for May 2020.

Ms. Misella has been on daily conference calls with the State Health
Department regardi ng updates to the COVID-19 out break and new
protocols being instituted. Mich of these calls are dedicated to the
subj ect of contact tracing.

Ms. Wendol owski, HARP, follows up on the cases within Mahwah’s Long-
Term Care facilities. She reports to the Mayor daily regarding

i nfection protocol and outbreaks. Testing of residents at Long-Term
Care facilities is done weekly or biweekly, and updated infectious

di sease control plans nmust be in place. Individuals who test negative
nmust be tested twice at | east 24 hours apart. Two negatives nust be
recei ved before declaring a resident free of COVID 19 infection. Ms.
Wendol owski stated that Long-Term Care facilities are accepti ng new
patients provided all nmandated COVI D-19 protocols can be satisfied.

M. Matysiak queried the use of antibody testing. Ms. Wndol owski
replied that there is a msperception that testing positive for the
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anti body equates to immunity, however, there is no substantial data
supporting this theory. At the current tine, the value anti body
testing provides is data.

M. Mason requested denographic information regardi ng those who were
nost susceptible to the virus. Ms. Wndol owski replied that the
average age of onset is between 40-50 years. The virus has affected
nore nmen than wonen. Individuals in the 70-80 year old range have
nore hospitalizations and have conorbidities such as hypertension,

di abet es and cardi ovascul ar di sease. The first reported case of
illness was on March 10th. Currently 285 confirned cases have been
reported in the Township, and 23 individuals have expired. The
majority of the infected individuals have recovered.

There being no further comments or discussion, the Health Activities
Report for May 2020, was unani nously approved.

BILLS

Moved by M's. DeSilva and, seconded by M. Matysiak and, unani nously
agreed to by all present to approve the bills for My 2020.

REPORTS OF STANDI NG COWM TTEES

No Reports to present.

REPORT OF ATTORNEY

M. Mason is following up with the Prosecutor on the best way to
secure paynent for the inpounded dog, Bella. It may be necessary to
add a Resolution to our current Odinance requiring a security deposit
for animals that are inpounded following a bite incident.

CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Hagan presented a flyer provided by the County of Bergen
announci ng a Community Mbile COVID- 19 Testing site to be offered on
Wednesday, June 17, 2020, at the Mahwah Muni ci pal Conpl ex | ocated at
475 Corporate Drive. The Saliva COVID-19 Test will be adm nistered to
residents or enployees of any Bergen County rmnunicipality or governnent
entity. The COVID 19 Antibody Test will only be offered to Bergen
County first responders, healthcare workers, and Bergen County
conmunity menbers who had a prior COVID 19 positive diagnostic test.
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OTHER BUSI NESS

The chal | enges of hol ding our annual flu clinic in the mdst of a
pandem c, was brought up by Ms. Misella. Ms. Canpbell stated that
over the years, participation by our seniors has declined because flu
vacci nes are readily avail abl e at nost pharnmaci es and | ocal

drugstores. Nevertheless, we also offer vaccination to enpl oyees and
first responders, and hosting an annual clinic keeps us well practiced
inits logistics. She noted the possibility that the Seni or Center

m ght not even be open this fall when the clinic would typically be
hel d. Ms. Wndol owski suggested that we continue to hold clinics at
Norfol k Village and Chapel G een to accommodate those seniors unlikely
to venture out.

M. Mason encouraged the Board to consider holding a limted clinic
for staff and first responders. This would also be an opportune tine
to take inventory of PPE and order additional supplies for future use.

Dr. DeMaria queried the plausibility of holding a drive-thru vaccine
clinic. Ms. Misella and Ms. Wendol owski believe this would be a
viabl e alternative; however, there will be need for many volunteers to
assist with conpleting paperwork and providing traffic control.

A straw poll of Board Menbers regarding a limted clinic yielded the
following results: M. Gms, Yes; Ms. DeSilva, Yes: M. Mtysiak,
Yes; M. Harris, Yes; M. LoFaso, Yes; Dr. DeMaria, Yes. A notion to
order a limted nunber of vaccines was introduced by M. G ms and,
seconded by M. Matysiak, and unani nously approved by all present.

PUBLI C COMVENTS

None nade.

A notion to adjourn the neeting at 9:01 pmwas nade by Dr. DeMaria
and, seconded by Ms. DeSilva and, unaninously agreed to by all
present.

The next neeting is scheduled for July 14th, 2020, at 7:30 pm

Respectfully submtted,

Kat hryn Hagan
Recordi ng Secretary





