1 Dellbrook Estate,
Baldwin Residence

40 Stabled Way, Private Residence

This 19th century farmhouse, its frame
barn, and three other outbuildings served
as the centerpiece of an agricultural
settlement along the Ramapo River,
started in 1861 and known as “Dellbrook”.
There is evidence of an earlier building
dating from the 18th century. Later it
became the 95-acre estate of civil
libertarians Evelyn Preston and her
husband
Roger
Nash
Baldwin
(1884–1981), founder and head of the
American Civil Liberties Union. He also
served as president of the National
Audubon Society, and donated land
directly across the Ramapo River for a
bird sanctuary. In 1981 he received the
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest
civilian honor, and is remembered by
his statement, “If the human race is to
survive, we all must come to see that the
world is my country and all mankind my
countrymen.”

Bridge is the County’s only functioning
wood-decked traffic bridge and has been
declared eligible for listing on the State
and National Historic Registries. In recent
years, the bridge has been temporarily
reinforced with a freestanding metal
structure called a “Bailey Bridge.”

3 Ramapo Valley Road
(Route 202)

“Continental Soldiers Memorial
Highway” Marker 0.3 miles north of
Bear Swamp Road

This was first an Indian path, and then
an important road during the period of
Colonial settlement. Washington’s army
used this road in July 1777, and at many
other times during the Revolution. This is
one of America’s oldest roads. It was an
important link between New England and
the South. Sign Sponsored by the Valley
Association.

4 Winter Farmhouse
1 Farmstead Road,
Private Residence

2 Cleveland Bridge

Ramapo Valley Road and
Bear Swamp Road

Named for US President Grover Cleveland
of NJ, it replaced an 1840’s wooden
bridge that served the extensive timber
industry in the Ramapo Mountains. It was
constructed in 1888 by one of the major
iron bridge builders of the northeast, the
Berlin Iron Bridge Co. in East Berlin, CT.
The bridge is one of only two Ramapo
River bridges that survived the record
flood of 1903. Repaired in 1923, and
historically restored by the County in 1983,
it is the oldest of its type by this builder in
New Jersey. The lenticular truss design is
also called “Bowstring” or “Pumpkinseed”
because of its profile. The Cleveland

Thomas Winter (b. 1820) built this home
on family land c. 1844. The style is
vernacular with Greek revival influences,
common to the era. Winter married twice
and had ten children from 1844-1874. This
rare 970 sq. ft. structure typifies the frugal
use of space in early rural Mahwah. The
family worked their crop fields up the hills
to the east, and a large animal barn and
sheds stood 100 ft. to the northeast. The
Winter family purchased land from the
Ramapo Patent in 1790’s and remained
prominent in Mahwah as entrepreneurs,
dairymen, storekeepers and tradesmen
until the 1940’s.

5 Darlington Schoolhouse
600 Ramapo Valley Road,
Open during business hours

Alfred Darling and Theodore Havemeyer
established splendid farm estates in
the 1870’s in the Ramapo Valley. The
hamlet of “Darlington” was home to farm
managers and laborers. Agricultural
sciences were advanced by the farm
owners. A lock factory along the river
operated from 1873-1881. Havemeyer
macadamized the road in 1890, attracting
cyclists, and built the Darlington School Havemeyer Hall in 1890-1891.
Havemeyer employed Dudley Newton, a
well regarded residential architect from
Newport, Rhode Island, to design the
school building. The land was donated
to School District 57, which later became
part of the Hohokus Township School
District, specifically to be utilized as a
school. It served that noble purpose for
many years but in 1946 the Board of
Education closed all of its one roomed
schoolhouses. By the mid-70’s the
building was no longer used for education,
and sat vacant for almost 40 years. Now
beautifully restored and expanded in a
remarkable
example
of
historic
preservation, the schoolhouse serves as
the headquarters for the New York-New
Jersey Trail Conference and is co-owned
by the Township of Mahwah.

6 Havemeyer House

510 Ramapo Valley Road

a Bergen County Freeholder and NJ
State Assemblyman. Sign sponsored by
Ramapo College.

10 Ramapo Reformed Church
100 Island Road,
Tours by appointment

8 Hopper Gristmill/Sawmill
Archaeological Site
156 Ramapo Valley Road

In 1849 Henry Brazier Hagerman, the
husband of a granddaughter of Andrew
Hopper, colonial farmer, added an
Italianate dwelling for his son Andrew
H. Hagerman to the modest stone
colonial Hopper House that had originally
been built in 1742. Andrew Hagerman lost
the property in foreclosure in 1861, and
it changed hands several times until
it was rented to Theodore Havemeyer
in 1877. The Havemeyers purchased
the house along with the surrounding
property in 1878. The house remained
in the Havemeyer family, becoming the
home of grandson Henry O. Havemeyer
in 1936. Upon his death in 1993, the
house was purchased by Timothy Bray,
who completed an extensive renovation
in 2000. In 2001, Ramapo College
purchased the house and the
surrounding 4.7 acres of property. Further
renovations were completed, and it is
now home to the college president and
used for official college receptions.

7 Laroe-Van Horn House
398 Ramapo Valley Road,
Private Residence

Located in “Ramapough” near the site of
an Indian trading post, this Dutch colonial
house was built about 1750 by Jacobus
Laroe. The small wing was added at a
later date, the porch about 1840. Some
later owners were Jacobus Bogart
who had a tavern here, John Haring, a
member of the Continental Congress, the
Hopper family and Abraham Van Horn,

Built as a gristmill around 1760 by
Lambartus Laroe, and sold to Thomas Boggs in 1764, it had two pairs of
millstones. Boggs also ran a tavern
in his nearby home. Owned by David
Baldwin during the Revolution, the mill
ground grain for American troops. It was
purchased after the war by Garret W.
Hopper who added a saw mill. In 1832 he
willed it to his son William G. Hopper, a
New Jersey state legislator. It operated as
a mill until it burned in the late 1870’s.

9 American Brakeshoe
Factory
Ramapo Valley Road at
Brakeshoe Place

On August 25, 1781 during the historic
600-mile march to what was the
Revolutionary War’s decisive battle of
Yorktown, General Rochambeau’s Army
was forced to ford this river because
the bridge that was here was in poor
shape. The bridge of today was built
in 2010. Opened here in the rural
countryside in 1901, the Ramapo Foundry
manufactured railroad brakeshoes. It
grew into a conglomerate with over 500
workers at its largest facility in Mahwah.
At this complex of labs, foundries, offices
and worker housing, it made railroad and
automotive products, hydraulics, castings
and friction material. During WWII the
foundry fulfilled defense contracts. From
1902-43 it was called the American Brake
Shoe and Foundry, and from 1943-66 the
American Brake Shoe Company. It closed
in 1983 as part of ABEX, IC Industries. It
is now part of the Mahwah Business Park.
Dedicated in 2010 by Bergen County.

The Ramapo Reformed Church
succeeded two German Lutheran
Meeting houses c. 1720-1739. The area
was called the “Island.” Dutch Calvinists
came at mid-century and in 1785 formed
“the Dutch Reformed Congregation at
Ramapough in Bergen County”. In 1798
the Dutch Reformed and the Lutherans
built the present church. They shared it
using “one lock and two keys” until 1848
when the Lutherans left to build a church
at Airmont, New York. The “Island” was
the center of Mahwah until the coming
of the railroad in the mid 1800’s. The
Ramapo Reformed Church (“Island
Church” or “Community Church”) is
the oldest of two wood frame Federal
period church buildings remaining in
Bergen County, and the only surviving
early church building in the County with a
history of shared ownership and use. The
Ramapo Reformed Church has provided
over 230 years of continuous ministry.

11 Old Lutheran Cemetery
Moffatt Road

In 1713, eleven German Palatine families
settled in this area and organized into
a congregation under Lutheran Pastor
Justus Falckner. About 1720, they built a
log church near this site. It was replaced
prior to 1739 with a larger structure, and
again in 1798 by the present Ramapo
Reformed Church, which the Lutheran
and Dutch Reformed congregations built
together. Stones in this cemetery date
from the 18th to the mid-19th centuries,
with the earliest stone dated 1745. Family
names include Bevans, Fox, Frederick,
Hemmion (Henion), Osborn, Messenger
(Messinger), and Wanamaker.

12 Quackenbush Barn

Relocated to Winter’s Park,
East Ramapo Avenue

by collectors of railroad arcana. It also
features a restored 1929 Erie cupola
caboose, a scale model of the Erie
system, and photos of the early days of
railroading.

14 Cragmere Park

everyone wanted their own little temple.
The band of belly windows and the
pediment porch roof are meant to evoke
the Parthenon.

16 Valentine Homestead

234 Forest Rd. Private Residence

Franklin Turnpike and Mahwah Rd.

The Quackenbush barn was once a
part of the Wey family on Sparrowbush
Road in the Masonicus section of
Mahwah. It was sold in 1868 to
Cornelius A. Quackenbush and
remained in the family until 1942. It is a
typical English style bank barn. Animals
were kept on the lower level, not
reconstructed here, with produce and
equipment stored above. The barn was
moved here in 1998 by the Mahwah
Historic Preservation Commission,
financed by the property owners,
Mr. & Mrs. V. Politis, the Mahwah Historic
Society, local businesses, and individuals.

13 Erie RR Old Station Museum,
Mahwah’s First Station
142 North Railroad Ave., Open to
public, www.mahwahmuseum.org

In 1908, Spring Valley, NY industrialist
George Dunlap bought 200 acres
from the Miller Estate and others for a
residential park. With landscape architect
Vincent Vander Weyde and land agent
Leo Bugg, they promoted this community
of half-acre plots as the “most attractive
and healthful location on the main line of
the Erie.” No businesses or liquor sales
were permitted, utility lines were banned
from streets, and a stagecoach provided
transport for commuters. Building costs
were 7 cents a square foot. Among
early residents was poet Joyce Kilmer,
who wrote “Trees” while living here.

15 Westervelt-Hosey House

The first and largest 2 ½ story block of this
house was constructed by the Valentines,
carpenters, and house builders
c. 1820. It features a Greek-Revival
doorway, two interior chimneys, and a
later wrap-around porch with Tuscan
style columns. The smaller second block
was built c. 1870. The Valentine house
was originally owned by Garret and
Rachel Smith. Their daughter married
Jacob Valentine. Their son Garret was
the local tax collector. He would bury the
collected tax money in the pig sty until
it could be safely deposited in the bank.
During WWII the house was “The Blue
Churn” tea room.

17 Ackerman House

748 Wyckoff Avenue at Forest Road

3 Masonicus Rd, Private Residence

Built in 1871, the building served until
1902 and was moved from the original
site when the Erie expanded to four tracks
and raised the roadbed from ground
level. Bought by A.J. Winter, it was used
as a storehouse for fifty years. The
Mahwah Historical Society was founded
in 1965 to preserve the landmark, and
moved the station to its present site
in 1967. Completely restored, it was
dedicated as a town museum on Sept.
22, 1968 by Gov. Richard J. Hughes
and on June 17, 2014 was added to the
Township of Mahwah list of designated
historic properties by Ordinance No. 1747.
The sign was sponsored by the Lions Club.
The Old Station Museum contains many
interesting artifacts given to the museum

The modest but handsomely proportioned
home is one of Mahwah’s finest
residences built during the mid-18th and
early 19th century agricultural settlement
of the Masonicus (Massonikus/
Mesonakos) area. The architecture
reflects the influence of the Greek-Revival
style, which until 1860 was referred to as
our National Style. Several concurrent
events, including Americans’ sympathy
for Greece’s war for independence
(1821-1830), allowed the style to flourish.
Ancient Greek architecture also
influenced our own democracy;

Fardale, a section of Mahwah, remained
agricultural until the early 20th century.
This 19th century house with Colonial
Revival features was the home of Garret
G. Ackerman (b.1810–d.1870) until his
accidental death, when he was thrown
from his horse drawn wagon on present
Fardale Avenue. The west section of the
house dates from early to mid-1800’s,
with subsequent additions. Garret’s son
John lived in the house until 1913. John’s
brother, Garret G. owned a farm and
gristmill on Ackerman Pond, just
southwest of here. The fieldstone wall was
rebuilt in 2006 by the County of Bergen.

