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Recreation Dept.

Mahwah Day 2022

WOW, what an absolutely incredible day!

It truly was the best day of the year in Mahwah! The weather was perfect and the crowds were amazing. The parade was
bigger than ever before and the field was filled with people enjoying good food, good music, good community spirit and
good times with friends and neighbors.
The day is not possible without the dedicated hard work from our Recreation Committee members who help with preplanning; processing each of the vendors; securing high school volunteers; coordinating the parade; running the dog
show; creating new programs and acts; helping vendors set up their space on the field; selling ride tickets/shirts and
helping with the breakdown. This committee really does it all and the end result was another wonderful Mahwah Day!
Our DPW did another amazing job getting the site ready, keeping the field clean throughout the day and cleaning up when
the day was done. Not a small task!
We also had a lot of help from all of our support agencies and departments including our Police and Fire Departments, Fire
Prevention, Mahwah EMS, Mahwah Health Department, CERT, Fire Police, and OEM. All helped to ensure it was both a
safe day and enjoyable for all who attended and made sure everything went well throughout the day for our community.
This year we tried a couple new attractions and each were a big success - Mahwah's Got Talent and the Access for All Rock
and Rollers – fun to watch and a great job by all who participated.
Our three bands were excellent! The John McDermott Band and Adam & The New Hearts provided great entertainment
during the day and it was great to see the crowds came back to enjoy Mahwah Day after dark to listen to The Flying
Obersons and watch the incredible firework show!
Another great Mahwah Day in the books! Looking forward to Mahwah Day 2023!

UPCOMING 2022 FALL / WINTER EVENTS
Visit RECREATION DEPARTMENT at Mahwahtwp.org for More Information

NOVEMBER

Holiday Lighting Contest

Details to follow on our website

DECEMBER

Holiday Parade &
Christmas Tree Lighting

Sunday, December 4, 4:00 pm

Parade Route: Mahwah Fire #2 (Island Rd), past
Commodore Perry Field, Veterans Park and ending at
Mahwah Fire #1 (Miller Rd) for tree lighting.

Access for All Commission
Since 2016, the Mahwah Access for All Commission
Interested in learning more about
Mahwah Access for All Commission events?
addresses the concerns of persons with intellectual/
developmental disabilities and/or with accessibility Email: afamahwah@hotmail.com
challenges. The Commission helps enhance the quality Website: mahwahtwp.org/219/Access-for-All-Commission
of life for our members so they can participate, to the Follow us on Facebook: Access For All – Mahwah
fullest extent possible, in everyday activities in the
Turkey Bowl
Ugly Sweater
community. Access for All also explores, develops, and
Zumba Shay
November 13
Holiday
January 6
coordinates educational and social activities within the
Holiday Bowl
Dance
Party
Mahwah
Senior Center
in Oakland
Township of Mahwah in partnership/collaboration with
December 2
other organizations and municipalities.
Mahwah Senior Center

Mayor James J. Wysocki
I hope you have had a great year so far. The Fall weather has been perfect and the leaves
in the Township have been absolutely beautiful this year. As always, I wanted to start off
by thanking our Police, Fire, EMS personnel for all that they do to keep us safe. They
have been extremely active this year and deserve the recognition and our thanks for all
they do. I also want to thank our DPW and white-collar employees. They truly are what
makes the town work so well and provide you with the service you deserve as residents.
And lastly, thanks to our many committee and youth sports volunteers who contribute
so much of their time and effort making Mahwah the greatest town.
Mahwah Day was a huge success. Aside from the beautiful weather, the attendance was probably the largest it
has ever been. The day was followed by an amazing firework show – it was one for the ages. Special thanks to
our Recreation Director Dennis Burns and the Rec Committee for continuing to up their game every year.
Our annual road repaving program was a great success! We managed to go out to bid early this year ensure
the best pricing for the Township. We were able to pave more than 10 miles of roadway. We look forward to
working with the Town Council to do it again in 2023.
Lastly, leaf pickup season has started and collection will end on December 16th. Please be sure to get your
leaves onto the street by December 5th so everything can be collected.
As always, if you need anything, please reach out to me – I’m here for you.
Stay Happy and Be Well!

MAHWAH BOARD OF HEALTH

FREE RABIES
VACCINE CLINIC

OPEN TO NEW JERSEY RESIDENTS ONLY (Proof Required)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2022
RAIN OR SHINE

9:30AM - 11:30AM

MAHWAH MUNICIPAL BUILDING - 475 CORPORATE DR

•
•
•
•

Limit of 2 animals per vehicle.
Pre-registration recommended!
Beginning October 19th, call 201-529-5757, option 2.
Dogs must be leashed - cats must be in carriers.
No feral cats permitted.
Bring proof of prior vaccination to ensure the current
certificate can be given a 3-year duration.
Sorry, no license opportunity available at this clinic. For
licensing, contact the Municipal Clerk's office.

RA
Va BIES
cc
ine

•
•

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

MAHWAH WILL NO LONGER BE HOSTING A JANUARY CLINIC !
IF YOUR PET'S VACCINE EXPIRES JANUARY 2023 (OR PRIOR),
PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING THIS CLINIC.

Council Corner

Mahwah’s current form of government falls under the Faulkner Act. The seven members of the council are
elected at large, each to serve a four-year term. The governing body elections are staggered in even years.

The Council has been hard at work and are proud of the following achievements.
Here are some highlights from 2022:
Purchase of Norfolk Village: In July, the Council voted unanimously to approve the purchase of Norfolk Village.
The purchase provides affordable senior housing in perpetuity, reduces the FSHC requirement for newly
constructed affordable housing units to be built, and comes at no cost to the taxpayer. Our senior population
is a true asset to this town and we are proud of our attorneys, Administration and Mayor for working through
this negotiation to preserve senior housing in the Township.
Creation of a Volunteer Fire Department Stipend Program: Mahwah’s emergency volunteers are vital to
the Township. They voluntarily respond to emergency situations whenever they are needed. Over the past
few years, volunteer membership has declined. In September, the Council unanimously voted to approve a
stipend program for our volunteer firefighters. In an effort to thank our existing volunteers, and encourage
new enrollment, members who respond to emergency calls will receive a monetary stipend for their hard work,
dedication and service. Please remember our volunteer emergency responders need our support to continue to
serve us when we need them most.
Town Pool Improvements: In September, the Council approved the long-awaited Township of Mahwah Pool
Improvement bid. The repairs required to the pool are long overdue and include water blasting the existing pool
shell, installation of a new interior finish, repairs and replacement of pool decking and replacement of the pool
filtration system. Work is set to be complete before the 2023 pool season begins.
Settlement with Fair Share Housing: By working with our affordable housing attorneys in conjunction with
Fair Share Housing, we successfully reworked out affordable housing settlement agreement. By doing so, we
have eliminated the need for more than 750 new family units on the Crossroads/Sheraton site. The introduction
of 750 additional units in our Township would have stretched our utilities, schools, and emergency services to
the limit. This was a great success for the Township.
Council meetings are generally twice each month in Council Chambers at Town Hall, 475 Corporate Drive.
Meetings are open to the public and we encourage you to join us. Please check the Township website as, with a
few exceptions, we are moving our meetings to Mondays come January 2022.

M ahwah M unicipal P ool
Returning to normalcy at the Mahwah Municipal Pool this
long, hot summer was exhilarating. The pool was once again
able to run the morning camp, group swim lessons, and the
Marlin Swim and Dive teams. We congratulate both teams for
placing first in their leagues; the Marlin Swim Team took the
championship in the Central Bergen Swim League, and the
Marlin Dive Team took the championship in the Super Six Dive
League. The last time both teams placed first in their leagues the
same season was in 2008. A special congratulations to Sebastian
Hendrawan for breaking the record for the 11-12 boys 50m
freestyle. We congratulate our swimmers and divers who placed
at the County Championships in August.
The Mahwah pool hosted many events this summer including
the Swim and Dive league
championships, as well as one
of the County Championship
meets. We also hosted many
birthday parties and other
gatherings this season including
the “Make a Splash” event by
the Access For All Commission.
The Mahwah Police Department
returned this season, resuming its LEAD summer kickoff parties.

This summer the pool received a collection of recreational yard
games and a storage box through the efforts and organizational
work of Hope Monks as she earned her Girl Scout Silver Award.
A special thank you to Hope! We also received the generous
donation of a ping pong table from one of our residents.
Members were delighted by our upgrade to a new water fountain
with a bottle filler, reducing the plastic water bottles at the pool.
Donations of books by the Mahwah Library and fellow pool
members helped to build our pool library so members could
borrow a book to read by the pool or take one to enjoy at home.
The summer food drive was very successful. Our generous
members donated five large bags of food to the food pantry.
The Whistle Stop in Waldwick again provided outstanding food
and service to our members. We look forward to more delicious,
creative, and tasty snacks and meals next season.
Lastly, a big shout out to our lifeguards and gate attendants! The
pool was able to run seamlessly through the summer months
due to the dedication and professionalism of our staff. Thank
you also to our DPW team for keeping our buildings and
grounds beautiful and operational and for getting the pool up
and running for the season and closed for the fall.

Check out our FaceBook page @ Township of Mahwah Pool

Department of Public Works
The DPW would like to remind residents of the following rules for recycling and leaf collection:
RECYCLING:
NO PLASTIC BAGS: NO recyclable items should be placed in
plastic bags. When preparing recycling for curb side pickup,
items should be in reusable containers only. Any recycling in
plastic bags will not be picked up.

LEAVES:
Curbside leaf pickup has begun. Leaves will be picked up 3 times
on each street. The absolute last day to place leaves at the curb
is December 5. Collection will end December 16. Please notify
your landscaper of these dates.

Like This

Not This

When dropping off items at the Recycling Center, items must be Leaves in the roadways often clog storm drains and present traffic
hazards. NO BRANCHES, LOGS, BRUSH or ORNAMENTAL
emptied from the plastic bags into the containers.
FOLIAGE should be placed in the piles - these items will not be
When putting cardboard out for curbside pickup it MUST be picked up.
broken down and bundled. NO exceptions.

Police Department
The Mahwah Police Department wants to remind all residents to be diligent in important crime prevention measures within the
community. Always report any suspicious activity in your neighborhood to the Mahwah Police Department.
Please make sure to lock your car doors and remove all valuables when parking your vehicles and REMOVE YOUR KEYS/FOB - do
not leave it in the vehicle.
Secure your home properly whether occupied or unoccupied. Lock all doors and activate alarm or camera systems you may have to
include garage doors. Ensure that all systems are working and recording properly. Be sure your home is well lit and you have proper
motion lighting in the driveway and rear areas of your home. Do not leave valuables or keys/FOB in the interior garage area of your
home.
As to not interfere or prohibit the clearing of streets due to leaf/snow removal and weather-related actions, overnight parking
Ordinance #7-3.7b begins November 15 and ends April 15. This ordinance prohibits vehicle parking on streets between 12 am and 6
am without prior permission from the Police Department.
Please practice proper traffic safety operations, obey the speed limits and be mindful of pedestrians and bicyclists especially during
the upcoming shortened daylight hours. Remember to yield to pedestrians as you approach crosswalks and intersections. Most
importantly, do not be a DISTRACTED DRIVER.

M ahwah EMS
MAHWAH EMS NEEDS YOUR HELP

We are at a critical point. Our call volume is increasing exponentially. In 2021, we received a total of 1775 calls; a 20% increase over
2020. We are on a track to respond to between 1900 and 2000 calls in 2022. Once again, this is a significant increase.
In parallel, ambulance squads for other area towns are reducing the days/times they can respond or are folding completely leaving
them to rely on paid services. We can no longer count on our neighboring towns to aid us when we cannot crew or have 2 to 3 calls
simultaneously. It is more likely a paid service will be our back up, or more shockingly, that no ambulance will be available to respond.
Mahwah EMS needs more volunteers, especially EMTs! We can arrange training for those who want to become certified. Anyone who
is already an EMT or a nurse would be able to make an impact immediately. Drivers are always needed. No specialized experience,
medical or otherwise, is required to be a driver member. You simply need to be 21 years of age and hold a valid driver’s license; we will
teach you the rest. Contact us at membership@mahwahems.org for more information on how to join our team.
More than half of our calls are non-emergent transports to the hospital. When in doubt, ALWAYS call 911. If you don’t require
immediate assistance and can safely drive yourself or arrange to have someone drive you for care, our first responders and crews can
be available to provide emergency help to those who need it when minutes matter.
We would like to thank our EMS volunteers; the Mahwah Police Department; the volunteers of the Mahwah Fire Department, and
other local ambulance squads who all work closely with us to help provide services to our community.

M ahwah CERT
CERT Continues Training and Activities
Mahwah CERT continues to support activities in the Township and enhance their training. Over the last few months, the team
participated in the following trainings: American Red Cross Basic Shelter Fundamentals, Terrorism Awareness and Situation Awareness
presented by the Bergen County Office of Emergency Management and attended a presentation from MEVO. The team also supported
the Mahwah Sports Booster “Miles 4 Marcus Run”, Mahwah Day -our biggest event of the year- and the Mahwah School Foundation
“Thunderbird Run”.
Mahwah CERT needs volunteers. Our program prepares you to help yourself, your family and your neighbors in the event of a disaster.
During an incident, emergency service personnel may not be able to reach everyone right away. With CERT training, you will have the
skills to help emergency responders save lives and protect property. The training is free. Additional information can be found on the
Mahwah CERT website at www.mahwahcert.org

Senior Activity Center
The Mahwah Senior Activity Center is based on the premise of keeping our seniors in Mahwah healthy, engaged, and aging
wisely. We believe each individual has the right to achieve their maximum potential and be given the opportunity for community
involvement through wellness, social, creative, cultural and other various recreational programs offered at the Center. We are
committed to working with seniors in improving their quality of life through activities that we offer Monday through Friday. Our
programs seek to continue independence and growth as a person ages with a heavy emphasis on physical fitness, socialization,
creativity and intellectual opportunities. We offer educational programs with guest speakers to enhance our seniors’ knowledge of
current programs, wellness maintenance, as well as legislation that might affect them. Below are some of the programs available to
our members:

Art Classes				
Line Dancing			
Blood Pressure Clinic
Alzheimer’s Support Group
Bridge				
Trips			
Chair Yoga/Yoga & Meditation Pinochle			
Entertainment			
Bingo Club			
Knitting				
Computer Class

Current Events
Movies
Canasta
Dominos
Aerobics
Presentations

Mahjong
Luncheons
Pilates
Zumba Gold
Tai Chi Chih

The Senior Center is open to Mahwah residents 62 and over, who are looking to learn something new, meet new friends, or get
their groove on through physical fitness! Turning 62 never looked so good! Call us or go to www.mahwahtwp.org/205/Senior -Activity-Center for more information on our programs, monthly calendar or application process.

Alicia Duroy, CTRS, CDP			
Director of Senior & Human Services
(201) 529-5757 ext. 213		
aduroy@mahwahtwp.org

Kendall Angulo
Senior Center Coordinator
(201) 529-5757 ext. 277
kpoland@mahwahtwp.org

Access Transportation - Who We Are

Access Transportation is a transportation service providing van rides
to Mahwah senior citizens, people with disabilities and other residents
who are unable to drive. We offer curb to curb transportation for various
appointments such as to the doctor, PT or OT, or a visit to the Mahwah
Senior Activity Center. Other trips might include shopping centers,
bank institutions, Midland Park Senior Activity Center and other various
locations. It’s easy to join and a great extra hand to have when you need it!
Our staff can be reached Monday through Friday, between the hours of
8:00 am to 4:00 pm. At other times, a message can be left at (201) 5292691.

Upcoming Events:

Radio City Christmas Show
Holiday Party…and much, much
more!

Human Services

Here in Mahwah, our mission is to promote the health and
safety of our residents. Our goal is to provide the assistance
needed through support and ensuring safety as well as offering
the resources needed to our community.
Our Human Service Department works with Bergen County
and State agencies to ensure the professional advice needed for
assistance. We can be reached Monday through Friday
8:00 am – 4:00 pm at (201) 529-5757, ext. 213.

For additional information or to request transportation, contact Marthina
Suazo at Access Transportation, 201-529-2691.

Are you looking for
volunteer events?
Visit

www.mevo.org/volunteer to register!

Township Clerk
2023 ANIMAL LICENSES

NO-KNOCK ORDINANCE
The No-Knock Ordinance became effective in the
Township on November 11, 2017 (Ordinance No. 1814).
The Ordinance prohibits solicitation to residents who
are on the Registry and display the No-Knock placard.
No Knock Ordinance Application can be found on the
Township Clerk’s page of the Township website, www.
mahwahtwp.org. or by coming into the office of the
Township Clerk.

FALL
Back

November 6th 2022
Set Clocks at 2:00 am

ELECTION NEWS
District #

1

Township Voting Locations
Mahwah Emergency Medical Services Building
258 Franklin Turnpike

2, 10

Mahwah Fire Company #1
100 Miller Road (Corner of Miller Road and Franklin Turnpike.)

3

Mahwah Fire Company #2
Corner of Island Road and Church Street

4, 13

Richard J. Martel Municipal Offices – Senior Center
475 Corporate Drive

5, 14

Bergen County Law and Public Safety Institute
281 Campgaw Road

6, 7

Mahwah Fire Company #4
50 Fardale Avenue

8,9

Mahwah Public Library – Winter Room
100 Ridge Road

11, 12

Mahwah Fire Company #3
Rozanski Lane (Off of Masonicus Road)

2023 dog and cat licenses will be available for sale beginning
January 3, 2023. Licenses cannot be purchased earlier than
January 3, 2023.
Licenses may be purchased:
• Township Clerk’s office, at 475 Corporate Drive,
8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday
except Municipal holidays or;
•

By mail: Send the following items to the Township of
Mahwah, 475 Corporate Drive, Mahwah, New Jersey
07430 Attention: Township Clerk.
- Rabies Vaccination Certificate
- Rabies Vaccine valid through November 1, 2023
- Proof of Spaying/Neutering Certificate
(if not previously provided)
- Payment – do not send cash.
- Self-addressed stamped envelope
Dog and Cat License Fees: (After 2/15/23, $10.00 late fee per
pet is added to the licensing fee).
$7.00 for a spayed/neutered dog and/or cat
$10.00 for an unspayed/unneutered dog and/or cat
Checks are made payable to Township of Mahwah. If licensing
both dog and cat, separate checks are necessary. If paying cash
in person, exact change is appreciated.
State Law requires Rabies Vaccination Certificate be valid
through and including November 1 of the licensing year. If
dog or cat has been previously licensed and Rabies Vaccination
Certificate is valid through November 1 resubmission of
certificate is not necessary.

Upcoming Elections and Voter Registration Dates
ELECTION

ELECTION DATE
Polls are open
6:00 am - 8:00 pm

NEW VOTERS

Last day to register to be eligible to
vote in listed elections below.
Municipal Clerk’s Office Hours
8:00 am - 9:00 pm

General

Tuesday, November 8, 2022

Tuesday, October 18, 2022

Primary

Tuesday, June 6, 2023

Tuesday, May 16, 2023

General

Tuesday, November 7, 2023

Tuesday, October 17, 2023

Applications For Vote By Mail Ballot (Formerly Absentee Ballot) are
available in the Township Clerk’s office. Applications must be received
by the Bergen County Clerk’s office in Hackensack no later than 7
days before the election in which you are voting. Or, you may bring
in person to the Bergen County Clerk, 1 Bergen County Plaza – Room
130 in Hackensack up until 3:00 pm the day before the election.
If you are unsure where you vote, contact the Township Clerk’s office at
201-529-5757, Extension 231 or 232.

Mahwah Museum
EVENTS

The Mahwah Museum has a number of lectures/events taking
place over the next few months. All of our programs will be
presented in a hybrid format, so registration will be available for
both in-person and virtual (Zoom) attendance. Ramapough–
Legacy & Heritage programs are co-sponsored by the Mahwah
Museum & Ringwood Public Library and funded by a grant from
the New Jersey Historical Commission. Here’s what’s coming up:
Monday, November 14, 7:30 pm- Running the Estate: the Staff of
Ringwood Manor: Sue Shutte will explore the lives, backgrounds,
and duties of some of the hundreds of people that worked at the
22,000 acre Ringwood Manor, including many members of the
Ramapough community. Features archival photographs.

One of our newer additions, YOU ARE HERE! 150 Years of
Mahwah Train and Town History in Film and Pictures will take
visitors on a trip back in time where visitors will explore the growth
of Mahwah’s downtown area during the past two centuries, thanks
in part to the addition of a simple railroad stop.
We’re also excited to announce that our Palisades Park in Miniature
exhibit has been extended through 2022. Our Les Paul and Mary
Ford exhibit has been refreshed and will host interactive events for
kids later this year. The Donald Cooper Model Railroad now also
features QR codes, giving you access to fun new material. The Old
Station Museum, which features The New Jersey Electric Trolley,
will be open by appointment and on special dates to be announced!

Saturday, December 3, 11:00 am- Journeys with my Father: the
Story of Gene Paul, Son of Les: Sean McClowry and Steve Lucas MAHWAH VETERANS PROJECT
will interview Gene about his relationship with his father, Les The Mahwah Museum started a Veterans Project in 2020 to build
Paul.
a website with the names and short biographies of veterans. We
currently have over 300 names, but know that there are many more
out there. If your parent, grandparent, or great-grandparent served
EXHIBITS
The Ramapough Lenape people have a long and complex history in the military and lived in Mahwah, please contact the museum
in the Ramapo River Valley communities of Mahwah, Ringwood, with that information. Volunteers will then conduct biographical
and Hillburn. Explore and learn about this Indigenous people’s research, looking for obituaries, service records, and photographs.
history, folklore, art, craft, tools, herbs and medicines, costume, If you are a veteran or currently serving in the military, we would
and culture. You can also check our website for upcoming events love to add you to the list and, if you’d like, schedule oral history
that showcase our Ramapough Legacy & Heritage exhibit, which interviews. These don’t have to be in-person, but can be via Zoom,
will be offered through our partner sponsor, the Ringwood phone, e-mail, or snail mail.
Public Library.

Historic Preservation
JOIN THE MAHWAH HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION!
Do you have an interest in local history? Do you love the character that
older homes, picturesque rock walls, and
charming barns give to Mahwah? Have you
stumbled across an old cemetery in town
and wondered about its history? If so, please
consider joining the Mahwah Historic
Preservation Commission!
We would welcome applicants with design
or social media skills, an interest in research, grant writing experience,
and/or willingness to get their hands dirty with the occasional landscaping
or restoration project! Knowledge of construction a plus, but not required.

Give a Custom House Portrait this Holiday Season!
Give a unique gift any homeowner will love – or treat yourself!
– with a custom house portrait by local artist Caitlin Duffy
Soldo.
Each work of art is a 9” x 12” handmade portrait in watercolor
and ink. Simply provide a photo of your home via e-mail.
The artist can make some embellishments, such as adding the
name of your home, or enhancing greenery if the photo is
from another season, so feel free to ask.

The HPC is part of local government. Commission members are volunteers
and are appointed by the Mayor. Meetings are the first Monday of each
month at 7:30 pm in Town Hall and offered hybrid on Zoom as well.

Portraits are specially priced at $250 and each one takes 2-4
weeks to complete. Orders in Mahwah will be hand delivered.
For orders outside of Mahwah, please add $8.00 for shipping.
PLEASE ORDER BY NOVEMBER 15 FOR CHRISTMAS
DELIVERY.

Learn more about the HPC at: https://www.mahwahtwp.org/225/
Historic-Preservation-Commission

Order form at https://www.mahwahtwp.org/DocumentCenter/
View/3403/HPC-House-Portraits-Fundraiser

Please submit a letter of interest to Jstorms@mahwahtwp.org

Stormwater Pollution

Solutions To Stormwater Pollution
Easy Things You Can Do Every Day To Protect Our Water

A Guide to Healthy Habits for Cleaner Water

Pollution on streets, parking lots and lawns is washed by rain into Keep pollution out of storm drains
storm drains, then directly to our drinking water supplies and the • Municipalities and many other public agencies are
ocean and lakes our children play in. Fertilizer, oil, pesticides,
required to mark certain storm drain inlets with messages
detergents, pet waste, grass clippings; you name it and it ends up
reminding people that storm drains are connected to local
in our water.
waterbodies.
• Do not let sewage or other wastes flow into a stormwater
Stormwater pollution is one of New Jersey’s greatest threats to
system.
clean and plentiful water, and that’s why we’re all doing something
Clean up after your pet
about it.
• Many municipalities and other public agencies must enact
By sharing the responsibility and making small, easy changes
and enforce local pet waste rules.
in our daily lives, we can keep common pollutants out of • An example is requiring pet owners or their keepers to pick
stormwater. It all adds up to cleaner water, and it saves the high
up and properly dispose of pet waste dropped on public or
costs of cleaning up once it’s dirty.
other people’s property.
As part of New Jersey’s initiative to keep our water clean and • Make sure you know your town’s or agency’s requirements
and comply with them. It’s the law. And remember to:
plentiful and to meet federal requirements, many municipalities
• Use newspapers, bags or pooper-scoopers to pick
and other public agencies including colleges and military bases
up waste.
must adopt ordinances or other rules prohibiting various
•
Dispose of wrapped pet waste in the trash or
activities that contribute to stormwater pollution. Breaking
unwrapped in a toilet.
these rules can result in fines and other penalties.
•
Never discard pet waste in a storm drain.
As a resident, business, or other member of the New Jersey
community, it is important to know these easy things you can do Don’t feed wildlife
• Do not feed wildlife, such as ducks and geese, in public
every day to help protect our water.
areas
Limit your use of fertilizers and pesticides
• Many municipalities and other public agencies must enact
•
Do a soil test to see if you need a fertilizer.
and enforce a rule that prohibits wildlife feeding in these
•
Do not apply fertilizers if heavy rain is expected.
areas.
•
Look into alternatives for pesticides.
Don’t litter
•
Maintain a small lawn and keep the rest of your property or
• Place litter in trash receptacles.
yard in a natural state with trees and other native vegetation
• Recycle. Recycle. Recycle.
that require little or no fertilizer.
• Participate in community cleanups.
•
If you use fertilizers and pesticides, follow the instructions
on the label on how to correctly apply it. Make sure you Dispose of yard waste properly
properly store or discard any unused portions.
•
Keep leaves and grass out of storm drains.
Properly use and dispose of hazardous products
• Hazardous products include some household or commercial cleaning products, lawn and garden care products,
motor oil, antifreeze, and paints.
• Do not pour any hazardous products down a storm drain
because storm drains are usually connected to local waterbodies and the water is not treated.
• If you have hazardous products in your home or workplace,
make sure you store or dispose of them properly. Read the
label for guidance.
• Use natural or less toxic alternatives when possible.
• Recycle used motor oil.
• Contact your municipality, county or facility management
office for the locations of hazardous waste disposal facilities.

•
•
•

If your municipality or agency has yard waste collection
rules, follow them.
Use leaves and grass clippings as a resource for compost.
Use a mulching mower that recycles grass clippings into
the lawn.

Contact information
For more information on stormwater related topics, visit www.
njstormwater.org or www.nonpointsource.org
Additional information is also available at U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency websites: www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or
www.epa.gov.nps
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water Quality
Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control
Municipal Stormwater Regulations Program
609-633-7021

Environmental Commission
The Mahwah Environmental Commission identifies environmental issues that impact our community and develops strategies to
ensure we protect our natural assets. Here are some highlights of recent concerns and initiatives.

Recognition of Carol Phiefer

TREX Community Challenge

On September 24th, the Environmental Commission recognized
the efforts of Carol Phiefer who recently retired after more
than 50 years of service to Mahwah on the Environmental
Commission and the previous Shade Tree Commission. She has
generously volunteered her time and efforts at many events and
her knowledge of trees provided great benefit to the Commission
over the years. She helped identify the possible locations for our
tree plantings under the CFMP and will continue to remain
active in our Sustainable Mahwah group.

The EC conducted a summer-long collection of plastic film to
be recycled by TREX into plastic decking. Mahwah residents
dropped off well over 500 lbs of plastic bags and film ahead of
schedule. With the help of our DPW workers, Mahwah High
School students and several Sustainable Mahwah members,
volunteers helped to sort, bag and deliver the material to local
collection sites. Thank you to Sally and Lee Coda for offering their
warehouse for a collection processing center, and to Vicky Galow
and David Warshaw for arranging collections and drop-offs. A
TREX bench will be awarded and placed in our community.
To honor Carol, a tree seedling was planted at Continental Many people dropping off the plastic film inquired about adding
Soldiers Park. The seedling was grown from an acorn collected plastic film to the Town’s recyclable items on a permanent basis.
under the branches of the mighty Salem White Oak, which was The EC is actively pursuing a plastic film recycling program.
over 500 years old when it toppled in 2019. It is a fitting tribute to
Carol’s dedication to the community. We hope it will mirror the
100 foot original oak it came from and contribute to the beauty
At the Recycling Center (from Left to Right)
of the park for many years.
are the DPW's Tom Conly, Mayor Jim
Contact us at enviro@mahwahtwp.org or check our Facebook
page Mahwah Environmental Commission for updates on issues
affecting our community.

Wysocki, DPW Recycling Coordinator Lou
Warnet, and EC Chair Rich Wolf.

Health Department
The Deer Problem

•

Are deer treating your garden and your landscaping like a selfserve buffet? You’re not alone. The New Jersey suburbs provide
deer with plenty of food, but do not host the predators needed to
keep their population in check. Here are some tips to deter them:
Choose deer resistant plants. The Cooperative Extension of
Bergen County (201- 336- 6780) can assist you in choosing plants
that deer tend to avoid in our area. While no plant is completely
‘deer-proof ’, it’s helpful to exclude their favorites from your
landscape design.
Fencing is a great prevention method but can be costly. Consider
•
that deer can easily jump over any fence less than eight feet high.
If you are thinking about installing a fence, please contact the
Planning and Zoning Department (201-529-5757 Option 5) for
permits and regulations.
Armed with the following tips and with some patience and fortitude, you can outwit the deer and enjoy your landscape - as well
as the fruits (and vegetables!) of your labor.
•

Wrapping trees in netting, chicken wire or wire mesh helps
stop male deer from rubbing their antlers on your trees (to
•
remove the velvet) and damaging your young trees in the
process.

Commercial and home-made repellents create
unpleasant tastes, odors, stomach troubles, or pain
when the active ingredients meet eyes, nose, or mucous
membranes. During the growing season, apply repellent
on new plant growth, after heavy rains, and consistently
every two to three weeks. Alternate the repellent you are
using because deer grow accustomed to scents and tastes.
During the peak of growth season, use an odor repellent
over a taste repellent. Hang soaps with fatty acids and
strong scents (the brand Irish Spring is a popular choice)
around the plants you want to protect. Changing things
up keeps the deer wary!
Mechanical devices (such as those that spin or move
in the breeze), or noise emitting devices (ultrasonic or
audible) can be effective, but work best when paired with
another method. Periodically alternate the devices and
locations they are set up in. If deer are hungry enough
to venture into your garden, they will quickly learn that
your ‘scare tactics’ are empty threats and your tasty
landscape is theirs for the taking. Allowing your dog
to roam free in a fenced in yard is an excellent “scare
device”.
Do not feed wildlife. Mahwah has an ordinance against
it, and by feeding wildlife you can attract the unwanted
company of animals you would prefer to stay out of your
yard like rodents, raccoons, bear and, of course, deer.

Tax Assessor
Added Assessments
An improvement to your home will
increase its selling price and your
property tax assessment will increase.
This will take the form of an added
assessment tax bill, which you will
receive in the mail at the end of October
after the improvement is substantially
completed for its intended use. This
bill shall be payable on November 1
and then the added assessment amount will be included in your
annual tax bill received for the new tax year. Therefore, just as you
planned ahead for the improvement, you should also plan ahead
and set aside funds for the added assessment tax bill.

Helpful Tips:
1. When you receive a building permit, expect
visits from both the Tax Assessor and the
Construction Code Official as their duties
require.
2. Home improvements may be subject to Added
Assessments, which begin the first day of the
month after completion.

3. The Added Assessment list is submitted to the
Bergen County Board of Taxation on October
A new structure—or an addition to or alteration of an old
1st. The tax thereon is due November 1st of the
structure—is valued as of the first day of the month following
same year.
completion. If the value when completed is greater than the
assessed value placed on the structure on October 1 of the previous
tax year, an Added Assessment based on the difference must be
made. The Added Assessment is pro-rated on the number of full
months in the tax year.

4. Before demolishing an old building, consider its
tax cost and usefulness. Any building standing as
of October 1st may be taxable for the following
Additional assessments that, through error, were not made at the
tax year. Contact the Building Department to
proper time, may be placed on the tax rolls through the Omitted
learn about required permits.
Assessment Laws. An Omitted Assessment can be made for the
current year and one prior year.

If you disagree with an Added or Omitted Assessment that is
placed on your property, you can appeal to the Bergen County
Board of Taxation before December 1st. Learn more about Tax
Appeals here.

This and more property tax info may be found at
https://www.mahwahtwp.org/208/Tax-Assessor
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